Reading Strategy
Identifying Connections Texas is developing global economic connections. Complete a chart like the one shown here by listing the countries related to each economic link.
Read to Learn
• how the population of Texas compares to the rest of the U.S. in ethnicity and age.
• about populated areas.
• about the future of Texas's economy.
Section Theme
Continuity and Change Census results help to predict future needs in Texas.
First census in the U.S.
Preview of Events

percent of Texas population under 18 years old
When Michael Dell was a freshman at the University of Texas in 1984, he had already traded stamps and sold newspaper subscriptions. His attention turned to electronics. Instead of building computers to sell, he decided to sell computers first, then build them. He formed Dell Computer. The company soon had sales of over $2 billion with more than 4,800 employees. Census 2000 data showed that Williamson County was Texas's second-fastest growing county in the 1990s. Dell Computer, located in Round Rock, is one reason.
The Census
Every 10 years the United States is required by the Constitution to count its people, or conduct a census. The first U.S. census was in 1790, but Texas was included for the first time in 1850. The writers of the U.S.
Constitution ordered the census to determine how many members each state could send to the U.S. House of Representatives. States with large populations send more members than do states with small populations. The census also provides information concerning how Texas and other states change. By comparing census data from various years, historians can note trends.
Population
In April 2000, census takers throughout Texas and the United States gathered information for the 22nd U.S. census. The data showed that in some ways Texas was similar to the rest of the United States, and in some ways it was different. According to the census, the population of the United States was 281,421,906. Texas's population was 20,851,820, or about 7 percent of the U.S. population. In 1994 Texas passed New York to become the second most populous state. Only California has more people than Texas.
Texas grew by 3.8 million people in the 1990s. This was a 22 percent increase for the decade. The percentage increase in population is called the growth rate. A growth rate is positive if more people are born or move into the state than die or leave the state. Nevada had the highest growth rate in the nation, and Texas ranked eighth. The net increase in population meant that Texas gained two members in the U.S. House of Representatives. Because the number of representatives in the House is frozen at 435, this means that other states lost members.
Ethnicity
The census asked people to identify themselves by race and ethnicity (national or cultural heritage). The chart on this page compares the ethnic makeup of Texas and the United States.
The percentages do not add up to 100 percent because for the first time people answering the census were allowed to select more than one category, thus reflecting a multicultural heritage. Nationally, about 4 percent of the population claimed membership in more than one race or culture. Texans claimed mixed heritages at a much higher rate-almost 18 percent.
If 
The Growth Rate
Population growth rate is one of the most important statistics learned from the census. City and county governments, school districts, the Texas Department of Transportation, health care providers, and businesspeople all need to know which areas are growing and which are not.
Census 2000 revealed that some areas are growing very rapidly. The greatest growth has been in the suburbs of Dallas, Fort Worth, Austin, San Antonio, and Houston. Collin County, in the eastern part of the state, was the fastest growing of all Texas counties in the 1990s. It grew by 86 percent.
Denton, Williamson, Fort Bend, and Montgomery Counties also experienced rapid growth, especially in suburban areas.
The U.S.-Mexican border areas also saw significant growth. The lower Rio Grande Valley and El Paso experienced increases in population primarily as a result of people moving there to take advantage of new business opportunities.
Other parts of the state experienced either population declines or flat growth rates. Those counties were mainly in the Lower Plains, High Plains, and western Edwards Plateau. Several mid-size cities such as Wichita Falls, Abilene, Beaumont, San Angelo, and Orange grew at rates less than the overall state growth rate.
Identifying Who benefits from knowing the growth rate from the latest census?
How Old Are Texans?
The Texas population is younger than is the overall U.S. population. On April 1, 2000, 28.2 percent of Texans were under 18 years of age. The figure for the United States was 25.7 percent. It is important for business, education, and government planners to know the age distribution of the population because older and younger populations need different services. For example, areas with a younger population need more elementary schools, baseball and soccer fields, and pediatricians. An older population usually requires more retirement homes, bus services, and medical facilities.
Gulf of Mexico
Knowing the age distribution in the workplace is important in planning for the future. If a large percentage of the workers are between the ages of 55 and 65, it is safe to predict that in the next 10 years companies will have to recruit new employees to take the place of people who retire.
Looking Ahead
Both an increase in population and an increase in the diversity of Texas's population seem likely in the future. Population increases often follow strong economic conditions. Texas is large enough that economic downturns in one sector of the economy often can be offset by strengths in other areas. In addition, growing international trade can lead to increases in diversity. Because of Texas's historical and cultural ties to Mexico, many Texans speak Spanish and are able to conduct business in Latin America. Texas's petroleum heritage means that it has ties to the Middle East, Indonesia, and Africa. As trade increases to those areas of the world, Texans are certain to be involved.
Texas recently has recognized the importance of human resources in commerce and industry. Experience has shown that economic progress occurs when people of diverse cultural backgrounds share their talents and work together.
Evaluating Why would a healthy economy lead to an increase in population?
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CHAPTER 27
The Texas Heritage 
Read to Learn
• about different types of art.
• about famous Texans.
• how artists reflect their heritage and experiences in their creations.
Section Theme
Culture and Traditions Whether factual or fictitious, realistic or abstract, the arts of Texas represent enormous diversity and beauty.
Preview of Events
"My grandfather had farmed in the north part of the county and even further to the west, toward Freer . . . [H]e farmed mostly grain sorghum and a few acres of watermelons. He raised peanuts one year. He told us to pick all the peanuts we could find . . . We never found any, not knowing they grew underground, and he laughed so much and told the story many years." -Lionel G. 
Fiction and Poetry
Texans have used their talents to write memoirs, novels, short stories, and poems. Good writers often draw upon their personal experiences and observations. For example, Lionel García used his childhood experiences in San Diego in Duval County to write amusing stories in I Can Hear the Cowbells Ring (1994 Country western is the most popular radio format in America today, with more than 2,600 stations playing country music. Texan Willie Nelson developed his talent while working at a Fort Worth radio station. His popularity helped lead a new explosion of interest in country music in the 1970s and 1980s. In the 1990s, Pearsall native George Strait was credited with taking country back "to its roots. 
Artists of Texas
The first artists of Texas were prehistoric people who left pictographs (ancient drawings or paintings on rock walls) and petroglyphs (rock carvings) on rocks and cave walls. Examples of these works are on view in the lower Pecos River region, near Hueco Tanks 
Why Learn This Skill?
Writing is usually organized into paragraphsgroups of sentences that express one main idea. Wellwritten paragraphs help the reader more easily follow the writer's ideas.
Paragraphs take many forms. They can be long or short. Some are factual statements. Others are poetic descriptions. Effective paragraphs, however, usually share four common characteristics.
• Each paragraph expresses one main idea.
• The main idea can be stated in a topic sentence.
• The other sentences in the paragraph support the main idea.
• The sentences are clear, easy to read, and arranged in a logical order.
Learning the Skill
Here are some steps that you can follow in writing a paragraph:
• Identify the main idea of your paragraph and write it as a topic sentence.
• Choose details that support the main idea.
• Arrange the topic sentence and the details in a logical order.
• Add transition words to make the relationship between the sentences clear. Some useful transition words are: first, next, finally, before, after, but, therefore, however, also, for example, and because.
Practicing the Skill
Read the group of sentences in the next column about O. Henry's stories. Organize the sentences into a paragraph that has a topic sentence and supporting details. Add transition sentences if necessary.
The plan backfires because the boy is such a troublemaker that the bandits have to pay the father to take his son back! Often, he wrote about the common people of the western frontier.
O. Henry's short stories were known for their interesting characters, humor, and surprise endings.
In his story, "The Ransom of Red Chief," two bumbling bandits kidnap the young son of a wealthy man in order to get some ransom money. Glencoe's Skillbuilder Interactive Workbook, Level 1, provides instruction and practice in key social studies skills.
William Sydney Porter (O. Henry)
Texans Create a Unique Culture
Guide to Reading
Main Idea
A wide variety of celebrations and festivals promote community pride and help Texans maintain their rich and diverse cultural heritage.
Key Term reenactment
Reading Strategy
Identifying Regions As you read this section, complete a chart like the one shown below by identifying the area where each festival is celebrated.
Read to Learn
• why celebrations and festivals take place and why they are important.
• about Texas festivals.
Section Theme
Culture and Traditions Texans' lives are connected and enriched by a wide variety of events that celebrate their heritage and history.
Preview of Events
In 1832 Irish immigrants celebrated the completion of the road from San Patricio to Matamoros. Local resident Susanna O'Docharty wrote a poem about it.
"The Mexican and Irish were friends. Did we not meet the alcalde and the merchants of Matamoros In 1832 and sing and dance beside a creek Still named Banquete because we had a banquet there?"
Ethnic Celebrations
Throughout Texas history, people from different cultures have met and celebrated together. Spanish explorers and Native Americans often had feasts of thanksgiving and fellowship. Later Texans celebrated on religious holidays and at events connected with cattle roundups, sheep 
Importance of Celebrations
There are two important conclusions we can draw from examining the hundreds of celebrations Texans hold each year. The first is that ethnic diversity is one of Texas's most important strengths. 
Portfolio/TAKS Writing Activity
20. Literature and History Today, folktales and legends are found in children's books. Which ones do you remember? What characteristics do they have in common? What value do these stories have for young children? Answer these questions in a three-paragraph essay, using standard grammar, spelling, sentence structure, and punctuation. Save this for your portfolio.
Economics and History Activity
21. Texas's increasing population means the state sends more representatives to the U.S. Congress than it did in the past. Use the library or Internet to research other ways an increasing population may benefit the economy of a state.
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CHAPTER 27
The Texas Heritage
Self-Check Quiz
Visit the texans.glencoe.com Web site and click on Chapter 27-Self-Check Quizzes to prepare for the chapter test.
TEXAS HISTORY
Use the graph to answer the question that follows.
What is the difference in the percentage of Hispanic American population in Texas between the year 2000 and the year 2020? A 5% B 10% C 30% D 40%
Test-Taking Tip:
Be careful when you answer questions from a bar graph with many bars. Use the legend to make sure you identify the correct information. Read the labels to confirm that you have the correct year. Finally, read the question carefully. 
Projected Population Estimates
